Dear Woden community
Densification and how it can impact YOU – panel discussion on homes
4 August 2021 Public Meeting – Homelessness Week, the Canberra Hospital Master Plan
The next WVCC public meeting will be held at 7pm on Wednesday 4 August 2021 at the Woden
Southern Cross Club.
Population growth and the ACT Government’s 70% infill policy is leading to densification which has the
potential to impact on our quality of life. To understand the issues and the opportunities to develop in a
positive way for the community, we are holding panel discussions on a range of issues.
We note the first week of August is Homelessness Week and the panel discussion will focus on homes
and affordable housing.
We will also make room in our agenda for other issues impacting our community, eg the hospital master
plan.
1.

Presentations
➢ 7.10 – Canberra Hospital Master Plan – ACT Health

2.

Panel Discussion – Homes and Homelessness Week
➢
➢
➢
➢

3.

7.40 – Travis Gilbert – CEO ACT Shelter
7.47 – Nick Proud – CEO PowerHousing Australia
7.54 – Craig Wallace – Policy Officer ACTCOSS
8.00 – Michael Hopkins – CEO Master Builders Association

5-minute update from MLAs

We are keen to develop a set of principles and criteria for the WVCC to assess the merits of proposals as
development continues to occur across our region.
Please come along and have a voice in discussions about the future of our community.

Homelessness Week
In Australia there are over 116,000 people experiencing homelessness on any given night. Homelessness
Week aims to raise awareness of the impact of homelessness on Australia via national and local
community events, including providing information on the importance of housing as a solution and
educating communities on how they can make a difference.

Multi-purpose sports stadium
The petition for a multi-purpose sports stadium in Woden is going very well with nearly 1,000
signatures.
This petition of residents of the Australian Capital Territory draws to the attention of the Assembly that
the ACT’s increasing population has a severe shortage of indoor sports facilities (exacerbated by the
closure of Woden’s basketball stadium) leading to teams turning players away.
Recreation facilities provide many benefits to communities by bringing people of all ages, abilities and
backgrounds together to socialise and keep fit. In addition to the physical and mental health outcomes,
they can inspire and motivate people while fostering community pride.
A centrally located facility in Woden is accessible by public transport and would attract people to the
centre to connect to the community and support small business in the area.
Your petitioners therefore request the Assembly to call on the Government to:
➢ build and own a multi-purpose indoor sports stadium in the Woden Town Centre that can be
hired at a reasonable cost by local community sports groups.
To sign the petition, press YES, accept the conditions then enter your details at
https://epetitions.act.gov.au/CurrentEPetition.aspx?PetId=180&lIndex=-1

Canberra Hospital Master Plan
The ACT Health Directorate is developing a Master Plan for the Canberra Hospital campus which guides
future development and considers how elements (such as buildings, their users, traffic, the local
environment) interact. We know that over the coming years the campus will need to grow to
accommodate more services and more beds.
There are some positives in these options which provide an opportunity to develop a more pleasant
campus with more green spaces, access roads and parking.

How does the Master Plan ensure there is enough room for the future demand created by a growing
population? There are no building heights, so the Master Plan sets the campus up for a vertical hospital.
If the future is tall buildings, we would like to see the following considered:
•
•

buildings positioned so they do not overshadow the public green spaces
mitigation measures for the downward wind drafts

Opportunities – The Canberra Hospital could be integrated into the community with access to
the town centre and recreation facilities

Woden light rail / bus interchange
We continue to be concerned about the
interchange and CIT.
The WVCC does not support this linear design and
are seeking transparency around safety of the
design, the number of services that will flow
through the interchange, how the
buses will turn around and whether there is
enough capacity for the future.
Unfortunately, the ACT Government has declined
our invitations to come to our meetings to talk
about this project.

Some of the issues from the DA decision:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Trees – significant loss of trees with an insufficient replacement
Parking – lack of parking
Access – difficult and poor disability access
Delays - it is acknowledged that the 'linear' design of the interchange, along with its closely spaced
signalised intersections, will inherently result in buses blocking each other at times.
Intersections - Any future impact to Hindmarsh Drive intersections with Melrose Drive and Athllon
Drive will have a detrimental effect on the service that could be achieved.
Easty St and Bowes St - due to the closure of Callam Street an increased number of buses and cars
will travel on Easty Street (> 200% increase in both peak periods in both directions) and Wilbow St
No public toilet or bicycle storage facilities are proposed as part of this development application.
Further loss of Woden Town Park to support the public transport interchange.
I think my design is much better, it is safer, provides capacity for the future and significantly reduces
the impact on the surrounding environment

Woden CIT
YourSay has a survey open for the connection of Bradley St and Bowes St and the boulevard.
Our primary concerns are about:
•
•

wind and overshadowing of the CIT from the surrounding tall buildings
lack of surrounding sunny green public places that attract people to them

I wonder how the CIT feel about moving from Reid to this site in Woden with the significant loss of
green space and a campus environment.

For further information go to wvcc.org.au and follow the WVCC on Facebook and Instagram.
Come along to our meeting and tell us your views, expectations and concerns about Woden.

Raising London Circuit
I think the objective is to free up room for more apartments and run the tram to London Circuit west,
which will reduce to one lane in each direction for traffic.
I am not sure about connecting the City to the lake because you still have to use the foot bridge to
cross Parkes Way to access the lake.
It seems a shame to remove the grade separation and introduce a major signalised intersection that
will slow the traffic flow and provide more opportunities for accidents.
I assume we will have to access Parkes Way (east) by turning right onto London Circuit and heading
down Constitution Avenue although it looks like we will keep the clover that allows us to head south
from Parkes Way.

The tram is a very polarising issue in the community and the WVCC is therefore unable to have a view
that represents most of the community.
However, it appears that it would have been better for traffic flow and safety for the tram to run
straight around Vernon Circle and to keep the London Circuit grade separation.

Have a great day

Fiona Carrick
President
Woden Valley Community Council
For current information - Follow us on Facebook: Woden Valley Community Council
The WVCC receives support and funding from the ACT Government

