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The Woden Valley Community Council (WVCC) is keen to participate in the Chief Minister’s
vision for Canberra: to be one of the world’s most liveable and competitive cities –
welcoming to all. Equity and inclusion are cornerstones of the ACT Government, and to the
WVCC, and reflect the values of Canberrans.
The population of Canberra is forecast to increase, with almost 210,000 people (Our
Canberra Woden, Weston Creek and Molonglo edition, December 2016) living, working or
studying within one kilometre of stage two of the light rail by 2041. The challenge is to
manage this process well and equitably with dynamic centres and thriving suburbs across
Woden.
In the Act Government’s document Canberra: A statement of ambition, the Chief Minister
states that cities don’t succeed by accident or by leaving things to chance – they require
design, good governance and great collaboration.
The WVCC looks forward to shaping our future, in collaboration with the ACT Government,
to achieve the policy outcomes of economic diversification and urban renewal to make
Woden a better place to live, work and socialise.
These policy outcomes will ensure that the Woden Valley is a vibrant community that is
inclusive, welcoming, and open to diverse talents and determined to help everyone reach
their fullest potential.
In order to attract families to our community, Woden requires additional jobs, education
opportunities, sporting and cultural facilities with bars, cafes and restaurants that are close
to where people want to live.
The policy outcomes that the WVCC seeks are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A vibrant community with sustainable amenity;
Available housing choices, including affordable housing;
Increased job opportunities;
Improved access to higher education; and
Better health outcomes – improved access to sporting facilities and active living
amenity.

The types of approaches or investments that should be considered:
1. Integrated plans to improve the vibrancy of Woden, including forecasting
demographic changes, requirements for mixed use residential and commercial
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precincts, equitable access to higher education and sporting facilities and
improvements to amenity that facilitate active living; and
2. Investment in infrastructure that helps to renew and strengthen our suburbs and
provide new opportunities to our local businesses.
2017‐18 Budget priorities for Woden
In order to meet the policy outcomes desired by the community, the following
recommendations are provided.
Recommendation 1 ‐ Planning
That planning for Woden is referred to the ACT Legislative Assembly’s Standing Committee
on Planning and Urban Renewal to examine outcomes of the planning process to date. This
work would inform the future planning of Woden.
That the following analysis is undertaken:
 a forecast of demographic changes in Woden;
 a stocktake of facilities (including health, education, sporting and cultural) in Woden
and across Canberra to determine an equitable distribution and equitable access for
all residents;
 a gap analysis to identify where facilities are not adequate to deliver the vision to
improve the vibrancy of Woden;
 analysis of the location of mixed use precincts and their connectivity to community
facilities;
 an analysis of the quality of aged care in Woden and whether it is an attractive
option to people who are considering downsizing in to aged care facilities;
 a discussion on ownership models of community assets and the equity of the
distribution of government funded community assets; and
 a plan to address any gaps identified.
That planning to improve the vibrancy of Woden is a project undertaken by the new
authority responsible for urban renewal.
Recommendation 2 – Higher Education
That education and amenity for youth in Woden is referred to the ACT Legislative
Assembly’s Standing Committee on Education, Employment and Youth Affairs to examine
the location of schools in Woden and the appropriate distance for primary school children
to participate in active transport.
The committee would also look at the equity of the current location of higher education in
Canberra, including the impact:
 of the closure of the CIT on educational outcomes for school leavers from the south;
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on the equitable distribution of jobs (in light of the higher education sector
employing 16,000 people); and
on the vibrancy of Woden, and its ability to attract young people to live in the
district, due to the lack of higher education and the associated benefits of jobs and
student accommodation.

This work would inform the future planning of Woden.
The WVCC recommends that the Woden CIT is not closed and:
 is enhanced ‐ with innovative ideas to realise synergies with the Canberra Hospital to
provide health courses;
 provides aged care and child care courses;
 includes a STEM centre of excellence;
 provides a variety of courses to help everyone reach their fullest potential; and
 contributes to Woden being a liveable and vibrant community.
An analysis to determine ways to capitalise on Woden’s economic advantage of hosting the
Canberra Hospital should be undertaken. Identification of opportunities to develop health
education and a health ‘Hub’, (including healthy living policies and sporting facilities) would
be developed into a strategy to retain a sustainable CIT campus, create job opportunities,
better health outcomes and contribute to urban renewal policies.
Recommendation 3 – Healthy Living
Woden requires investment in infrastructure to support the ACT Government’s Healthy
Living initiative:
 sporting facilities – a basketball stadium, an enclosed multipurpose indoor sports
facility which includes an aquatic centre;
 reinstatement of 30 000m2 of public park / open space due to the expansion of
Woden Cemetery into Eddison Park and / or reconsideration of the Woden Cemetery
expansion;
 walking and cycling – separated cycle lanes and footpath upgrades;
 street lighting upgrades;
 Playgrounds / play spaces in Woden with less than 7 activities should be upgraded;
 Chifley, Pearce, and Curtin shops (once master plan is completed) be considered for
shopping centre upgrades.
Recommendation 4 – Woden ‐ Weston Community Services Hub
In the 2012‐13 Budget, the Government committed $0.55 million to investigate options for
a Community Hub in the Woden ‐ Weston Creek area. The WVCC is expecting the results of
this work to be released in early 2017 and for funds to refurbish the preferred site to be
made available in the 2017‐18 Budget.
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Development opportunities from the relocation of Woden Community Services should
provide a funding contribution to the new site and amenity required in Woden.

Recommendation 5 – Environment
Yarralumla Creek revitalisation project – Woden Wetlands / Channel naturalisation. While
welcoming the work underway through the ACT Basin priority project, funding should be
provided in the forward estimates to ensure that further work is undertaken on the
identified priorities.
Recommendation 6 – Road and Bus Infrastructure
While Woden has strong north south and east west road connections, there are number of
projects that need to be undertaken to improve the flow of both general traffic and the bus
network, including:
Road infrastructure improvements
 Cotter Road reconfiguration to access south bound lanes on Adelaide Avenue;
 duplication of Athlon Drive between Shea Street and the roundabout at Melrose
Drive;
 intersection improvements – for traffic heading north, a left‐turn slip lane from
Melrose Drive into Hindmarsh Drive to reduce congestion; and
 protected turning lanes at the Launceston Street intersections at Irving Street and
Furzer Street to improve safety (this must be done before completion of the Trilogy
apartments which will significantly increase traffic in the area).
Bus infrastructure improvements to encourage people to use public transport
 park n ride spaces ‐ increase the number as Mawson is often full and a deterrent to
using public transport:
o at the Athlon Drive and Beasley Street intersection, this would also cater for
people from Tuggeranong seeking a park n ride space;
o next to the Lyons Church of Christ, opposite Glenorchy Street and Yolla Place.
 kiss n ride drop off facilities should be provided as people currently stop to drop off
people in the bus bays which is dangerous when buses are approaching.
 longer bus bays to manage the number of buses stopping on the Blue Rapid route

Background
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The Woden Town Centre Master Plan (Master Plan) released in November 2015 stated
“the Woden‐Weston Creek population peaked in the early 1970s at slightly above 60,000
and fell to about 57,100 in 2012”. The Master Plan also states that “compared to the ACT
population, Woden‐Weston Creek is under represented in the 15‐44 year age groups and
over represented in the 55 years and over age groups. There is no analysis of why or a
strategy to attract young families to Woden.
Given the significant growth in Canberra’s population since the early 1970s, and current
policies of light rail and population densification, it is important to understand current and
forecast demographics in order to plan the future requirements and opportunities for
Woden. It is important to understand why the demographics have changed, to understand if
there are reasons in addition to the development of new districts.
Woden has suffered from reductions in the number of Commonwealth public servants. This
has had a major impact on businesses and commercial accommodation in the Woden area.
Several office buildings remain empty and the Albemarle and Alexander buildings, in the
centre of the town centre, have been derelict for over five years. This has seen the economy
in Woden stagnate even with growth in residential development. Many facilities are ageing
in and around the town centre and in need of renewal.
The balance of higher education across Canberra has changed since the 1970s. Student
accommodation in Hughes and Garran was sold and consolidated around the ANU. The
Weston CIT was closed and moved to Bruce and the Woden CIT is going to close. How does
the imbalance of the location of higher education, and the 16,000 jobs in the sector, impact
on the vibrancy of the districts that do not have the teachers and students and the vibrancy
that higher education brings to a community? More importantly, will the closure of the
Woden CIT have an impact on accessibility of vocational education to students from the
southern suburbs and will it impact on their educational outcomes? A map of the location
of higher education is attached.
Many Woden residents feel that infrastructure is deficient or inadequate in relation to
community and sporting facilities. The bowling alley moved from Woden, the basketball
stadium and the tennis courts were demolished, the pitch n putt and the bowling greens
have closed, it has been reported that the ice skating rink is moving. The pool has been
privatised, which has led to amenity at the pool that is not vibrant. What is the appropriate
balance in the provision of publically and privately funded facilities across Canberra? A map
of the location of publically funded pools is attached.
The 1970s saw an abundance of night clubs in Phillip, they have all closed.
The loss of facilities may be self‐fulfilling. Children who live in Chifley have to walk up to 4km
to the local school at Torrens because the Chifley Primary School closed. The closure of the
school should be reviewed through an analysis of the current forecasts of demographics.
Location of Higher Education in Canberra
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Location of publically funded pools – including the Commonwealth funded AIS.
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There is also a commitment to build a pool at Molonglo.
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